Both quantitative and qualitative analyses were undertaken in order to get a picture of linguistic practices in relation to the two variables of discipline and language. The theoretical framework comprised rhetoric of science, genre theory, enunciative theory and the theory of linguistic polyphony.
Our main hypothesis was that discipline plays a more important role than language with regard to cultural identities. Our findings show that both discipline and language have an effect on the frequency of all the six features studied, but for most of them discipline is more important than language. This implies, e.g., that there is greater similarity of form between a medical article in Norwegian and English than between a medical article in Norwegian and a linguistics article in Norwegian.
As the role of English in today's research world is becoming more and more important, it is our hope that the findings from the KIAP Project − in addition to contributing to our understanding of knowledge building and argumentation across disciplines and languages − may be useful in teaching newcomers to the disciplines, native as well as nonnative speakers of English, how to make the research article into an effective tool in the research mediation process.
